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UmUm Whole iturpt^mmm oeasrtltntiug the

Mfenm under the command of Brigadier General McDowell
haa Una far proved a triumphant march. Ail that waa

aapei.ted or hoped to be accomplished to-day was done,
and aimoct without the Bring of a gun. The rebela have
Sad from their intrencbmenta, and Fairfax Court House,
the late headquarters of General If. S. Bonham, of South

Carolina, la in our poaaeaaion. Tho Alnhama and the
Booth Carolina brigades, and a whole body of rebels in

that neighborhood.variously estimated at from ten to

flfleen thousand strong.took to their heels, and failed to

affcr any serious opposition to the advancing Union army.
The access of the movement was complete.
Tno order had been given for the several divisions to

make the attack upon the intrenched lines of the rebels
at about the same time.one o'clock P. M and promptly
at one o'clock P. M., all the enemy's works in the neighborhood

of Fairfax Court House were iu our possession.
The advance was made by four different routes leading
towards Fairfax Court House and directly to Centreville.
The right wing, composed of the First division, four

brigades, under the command of General Tyler, op'on.
neoticnt, proceeded by tho Georgetown turnpike. The

oentre, composed of the second division, two brigades,
under Colonel Hunter, United S.ates Army, proceeded by
the Lccshurg or Centreville road. The left wing was

ootnposed of the third division, three brigades, under Colonel
S. P. Heintzleman, United States Army; and the l'ifth

division, two brigades, under Colonel Ilixi nS. Miles, United
States Army. Tho Fifth division proceeded by the old

Braddock road, and tho third by the Little River turnpike.
The Fourth division, under General Runyon, of Vow

Jersey, constituted tho reserve. Thoro were in the whole
column sixty-two regiments.about flfty-flvo thousand
men.and in the marching divisions an aggregate offortyfive

thousand.

Upon all those muls the rebels hail placed obst."'r.t,ione
within a radius of three miles from Fairfax Court House,
the headquarters of Ron. Bonham, of South Carolina, who
to styled in the orders of the rebel Commander-in-Chief,
the commandnnt of the advance guard of the Potomac."

There was work for the skirmishers upon all the roads,
but In every instance, as soon as tho head of the advancing

column made Its appearance the rebel force retreated
hastily, and in evident confusion.

All tho casualties reported at headquarters on our side
re one officer and three men slightly wounded.
General Mellowell went forward at tlio head of tho

center of the column, the Second division, under Col. Hunter,
which was composed as follows:.

Fiivl Rrigatie, commanded by Col. Andrew Porter,
United States Army; ('apt. tiritlin's battery United States
artillery: three companies United States cavalry, under

Major Palmer; a battalion of several companies of the

First, Tinrd and Eighth United States infantry, under

Major Sykos; a battalion of United States marines, under

Major Reynolds; and tho Eighth, Fourteenth and

Twenty-sovonth regiments of New York volunteers.
S"cm\d Brigade Commanded by Colonel A. E. HumSide,of the Rhode Island Volunteers. Tlie First and Second
regiments Rhode Island volunteers, the Second Rhode

Island battery of Hying artillery, one section of Captain
Barry's battery of United States artillery, (lie Second rcg
iment New Hampshire volunteers, and tho Seventy-first
regiment New York State militia.

This division marched with its left brij-ado in front.
msequently putting Culooul Burnslde in ad-vascc.
Tho movement was condnt/.ed with cure and decision.The wholo of the, Second Rhode Inland
regiment were employed as skirmishers in advanceof tho division. Their lines eitended from
half a mile to two miles on each sidtt of tho road. The lirst
Rhode Island regiment followed at the head of the division.Alter it came tho Second Bhanle Island battery
nd a section of Harry's battery. Tina was followed hy
tho Second New Hampshlro and the Kd^rcniy first Mew
Tork regiments. '
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The rirat brigade brought up the rear in ejio following
ofcl'T-.tlrittltrs battery, Major Sykos' United States In'antt,v.Major Reynolds' United States Marines, and the
Uourtegnth. Twenty-seventh and Kighth Vow York
vol-irteerv ,

In this ord<?» tl>o centre of the column left itg bivocac,

:e ne
about six uiiles from Fairfax Court Hot)so, at ten o'clock
this morning. Tlio drat barricade, made of trocg foiled
and thrown across the road, delayed the head of tho di
vision only a few minutes. This was encountered about
three miles from the Court House. It was cautiously exammodby tho skirmishers, but no sign of a rebel force
was discovered. The pioneers soon cleared the
road with their axes. Tho barricade was erectedat the foot of a long bill, the top of
which was covered with a donso thicket, affordingan cxcollout covert for sharp shooters. The
socoud barricade was of a similar character, and waa

cleared in a similar manner, occasioning only a few
minutes' aetay in the MMt, The third ImMI W
more formidable. It mi at the entrance of a deep out In
the roa«l, eommouclng about lmlf way up a steep hlU,
crowned on one side with a thick woods and on the other
by an open field. To pass thin a road wan made through
the Held. enabling the army to pass around it.
At this point tbero wore stationed two taundrod rebel

cavalry, who, without waiting to ascertain the strength
of the advancng force, fled upon tho flri-t appearance of
our skirmishers, (iriug at them one rifle shot, which did
no harm.

Up to this point, about one mile from tho Court^House,
the people living upon tho roadside were at homo quietly
pursuing their usual avocations. Tho first house beyond
this third harricado belonged to a man named Goodwin,
who hud hastily left ths premises when the rebel cavalry
retreated.

It was here ascertained that tho dit islon had reached a

neighborhood thickly populated with tho most rabid rebelsin the county, prominent among whom is one Esquire
Uroadwalor, a county magistrate; and also that about half
a mile ahead the rebels had a fortification erected, and a

battery planted, which was defended by a force of two
thousand men, and that the rebel force in and around Fairfaxf'ourt House, guarding Ibe different approaches,
amounted to from ten to fifteen thousand men.

Tho fortification was encountered about half a

mile from the Court House. It consisted of a

simple intrenchmcnt, extending for about four hundredyards on each side of the road. It was piereod for
eight guns. The embrasures were formed of sand lings,
and so placed as to command the road. Tho fortification
was at the top of a steep hill, at the foot of yybfcil nwondered

a small muddy creek The trees upon tho bill side for
distance or on eighth of a mile had beea cut down, no*8

to allow no cover from the guns of thn fort. Thin fort Iflcat ion
had been occupiod for about three weeks by the Second
and Third South Carolina regiments, under Gen. M. L.
Bonham, the successor in Congreea of the notorious
Brooks, and the commandant of the advance guard of the
Potomac. In approaching thin point oar skirmishers had
a brush with those of the rebels, in which a corporal of
the Second Shade island regiment received a Sceh Wound
in the thigh, and a rebel officer wan captured by Copt.
Djer.
The advance of Burnside's brigade reached the <ort1flca:

tlon in time to mako one prisoner, a South Carolina officer,
who surrendered to Major Mission, Paymaster of the
Seoond Rhode Island regiment. The inside of the fortificationpresented abundant evidences of the haste
with which it had been abandoned by its Into
occupants. MiiKH or Dour, meat, clothing, orme,
equipments and camp utensils, wero everywhere
scattered over Iho ground, and the camp fires,
probably prepared for the noon meal, were etill brightlyburning. The main body of this force had left w ith
haste ouly about two hours before the arrival of the head
of our column. The fortification itself was rudely constructed.It bears no comparison to the splendid works,
scientifically planned and erected by the Union volunteerson the bauks of the Potomac. It could have been
easily taken by a flank movement, for which there was
abundant opportunity, without exposing tho assailants to
tlio tiro of the guns in position behind tho entrenchments.
As tho head of tho division was approaching tho entrenchment,sharp firing was heard on the left, which was

afterwards ascertained to have been occasioned by a

skirmish between tho advance of Cot. Miles' division and
the Alabamians, who wero in position thero about two

miles frsm the Court House.
The intrenchment encountered by Colonel Hunter's divisionwas erected upon tho farm of Mr. ficegur, an emigrantto Virginia from New York. When it was first

discovered a halt was called, and tho advance
brigade, under Colonel Burneido, was formed in
close column and ordorcd to load. This was

done with ^lacrity, aud the men, when ordered forward,pressed on eagerly, singing ''Dixio" and "Tho
Star Spangled Iiunner.'' It was cheering to observo
tho enthusiasm exhibited by these volunteers,
aud quite amusing to boar their remarks, such an, "We
are going to open a mail route from Wushiagtoa to Hichmond;''"Wo have come to Virginia to And a place to nettle;''"Wo moan to hag Beauregard anil Jeff. Davits;" "Wo
are the pacificators;" "Tlioy wont wait for ug," to.
From the inutile of this fortification the village of

Fairfax Court House was plainly in Right, thither the
command proceeded. At the outskirts of the village a

small American flag, used as a guide mark by the
Fourteenth New York regiment, had been planted. It
was sainted with cheers by the passing regiments. The
rebel Hag was still (lying at tbo Court House when
the advance of the division, with the hand
of the First Rhode Island regiment, playing
national airs, entered tlio village. It was taken down by
some of the men of the Second Rhode Island regiment,
and handed to Governor Sprague, who was with the brigade.It was transmitted by him to General McDowell'
as a legitimate trophy.
Sosu afterwards Colonel Marston, at the suggestion of

ono of the correspondents of the Huui.n, sent a detail of
the Socoud New Hampshire regiment, with their regirneutnlflag, to give its folds to the breeze from
tho belfry of tho Court House. Your correspondentaided in this demonstration, and the Court House
bell, and all the tavern bells In the village, rung forth
a merry peal, and the thousands of Union soUllers already
collected shouted a glad greeting as tho gloriouB old Stars
and Stripes waved gracefully over the spot rendered infamouslyfnmtlinr as i.bo headquarters of a band of
traitors.

It was evident that tho rebel force recently stationed in
this neighborhood had boon completely stampeded, and
that those who sympatinsd with them had run away at
the same time for fear of the consequences of heir treason
The proofs of the haste with which they had decamped
wore everywhere visible. Many stores and dwellings
were tenantless. The few inhabitants who romrined bad
a frightened appearance.
The ml vmriiif; column was Accompanied by*number

of Union mon, who had recently, with their AaniHes,
Ixyn driven by tho rebels from their homes in this
vicinity, and despoiled of their property. These men,
burning with a desiro to avenge tlioir wrongs, incited th«
soldiery to various act* of outrage upon tho property of

rebels, which they pointed out. In this way a

number cf stores and dwellings that bad boon
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deserted by their occupants, wero ransacked
and pillaged; but not a single occupied house
was entered without leave, or in any way dcs>>otlod
uuarus woro placed wherever requested by the citiwne
and stringent measures were token by the commanding
officers to prevent depredations. Eight men of different
regiments were arrested by the Provost Marshal for pillaging,and wero sent back under guard to Alexandria.
At Oermantown, and also in the vicinity of Fairfax

Court House, several bouses were set on fire and burned
to the ground.
One of the houses belonged to a man named Ashley,

said to be a Union man, driven from that neighborhood
by tho rebels soon after the fatal sortio Into the village by
IJeut. Tompkins. It was uot ascertained whether these
buildings had been set on flro by the soldiers wantonly,or by the Union men who desired to avenge
their Injuries, or by rebels who took this means to cust a

stigma upon the Union forces; bat General McDowell declaredthat the first soldier proved to have set fire to any
building should be summarily shot. It is natural that
men who have been driven from thotr homes by a vandal
horde of traitors should be Infuriated with a desire for

vengeance, but such outrages us these should be preventedby our commanding officers for the honor of the governmentand the people they represent.
In the village of Fairfax Court Houso a largo amount of

tents, muskets, equipments, flour, bacon and hogpita
stores belonging to the rebel array woro captured.
Immediately upon tho arrival of tho Central Division at

this point, General McDowell sent word to the divisions
of Colonels Miles and Iletnt/.leman, composing
the left wing, to halt, and hinwclf and staff,
escorted by a squadron of United States dragoons, pro-
iuvucu i« uvriiiuuiown, wnero inn uiviaion 01 (lencrai
Tyler mi halted. It was the purpose and desire of Gene
ral McDowell to push forward without delay to Centrovlllo
in puiruit of the retreating rebels, and the men, who wcro

disappointed at having como so far to thrash their
enemies without finding any, wero eager to go on.
hut they were really exhausted by a long hot
march over a dusty road, under a broiling sun'
and prudence dictated that they should be allowed to

rest, at least until evening. It is probable tbat they will
goon either tonight or early in the morning, and continuethis foot race towards Richmond a day's march
further.
Among the articles found and taken possession of at

Fairfax was an unopened letter bag, well filled. It Is not

yet known whether it contained letters and correspondenceto or from Fairfax. Its contents, when examined,will probably open a fresh mine of treasonable

correspondence. There were also found a large number
of army orders, company and regimental rolls and reports,showing the strength of the force stationed at that
point. There #»o some curiosities among theso prizes
and their being left behind Is a strong evidekcoof the
harry ia which the rebels abandoned the place.
Y6ur correspondent returned to the city this evening*

bringing with him the brief official report of General
Mcfiowell to General Scelt.
No detailed report line lioeii rocefved from the loft

wing of the advancing column, but General
Mi Dowoll's report includes all tho casualties that
have occurred in his whole command, and a general reportlias been received that nothing occurred in that
branch of tho eolumn beyond the usual incidents of an

advance upon a retreating enemy.
It was stated at Fairfax Court House that tho Aiehamnians,in considerable numbers, were intrenched upon the

route of the divisions of Colonels Miles and Hcintzleman.

Early this morning the livery stables were beseiged
with applications for saddle horses and teams, by
parties desired to go into Virgiuia and witness

the movement ef the grand army, and if possible
hco a battle. Very few were gratified, as al

most everything in the shapo of horse flesh
worth liaving was previously engaged. A largo number
of civilians foiiol tlieir way along tin: almost, blockaded
road to tho licail of the centre ailvancing column, and k"p
with it until it halted within tho breastworks vacated

only an hour or two before by tho robels.

THE FIRST DAY'S OPERATIONS OF THE
RIGHT WING OF THE GRAND ARMY.

W-ASHIKOTON, July 17, 1801.
The Hkralo's special correspondent accompanying the

right wing of the advuncing column of the grand army of

tho Union, forwards the following despatch of the first

day's operations :.
Vienna, Va., July 16,1861.

lite long expected order to move forward was tclogrnphed
from Ocn. McDowell's headquarters, at Arlington

Heights, to all tho division and brigade commanders of

the grand artny at two o'clock yesterday afternoon,
and was communicated t-o the different corps during

the brigade parades held in tho course of tho

evening. The order was received by all tlio troops
with the most enthusiastic demonstrations of satisfaction.
The regimculnl commanders were instructed to hold their
commando ready to more at 2 P. M., provided with cooked
rations for three days. Accordingly the greatest acti\ ity
prevailed this morning throughout the encampments, from
the northernmost post, near tho Chain Bridge, to tho

southernmost, near Alexandria. Tents were taken down
and tied up, wagons loaded, arms put in order, ammunitiondealt out, rations cooked, 4c., 4c.

At noon everything was in readiness, and precisely
at two o'clock the fifty thousand men composing

tho grand army about entering upon the great work of

sweeping secession out of the Old Dominion, were mov ing
from their different iwsitions towardB their respective
destinations.

In accordance with my instructions, to follow the movements
of the First division, under the command of Brigadier

General Tyler, of tho Connecticut Brigade, I left General
McDowell's headquarters, at Arlington House, at the

hour of march, for Fall's Church, for the last three weeks

the heaitquarters of General Tyler. Striking the road

from Georgetown to Fairfax Court House near Fort Corcoran,

I found it literally covered for a distance of over

three miles with moving masses of infantry, cavalry and

artillery, compoelu; t'e« fear brigades of tho First division.

Pnssinj Fall'"* Cln'rh, I eson camo up with Geroral

Tyler and hift -*r,r, directly behind tho advance guard.
The three first brigades followed tho Alexandria and Jjcesburg

turnpike to a point two miles this side of Fall's

Church, and then tsrned off to the left for this point.tho
fourth, undor tbo command of Colonrl Richardson, took a

more direct roulo from their position near, tho Chain

Rrirtgo. The march was necessarily alow, (be road Ving
narrow and extremely broken, and tbo nearness of the

enemy making it mewnbent upon tho advance

guard te feel thnir way slowly and cautiously. As
tho twelve thousand men composing tho three first

brigades moved solidly and mcasuredly on, they presenteda most magnificent spectacle, when gazed u|x>n
from ono of the many elevations overlooking the road.
Thtr seemingly crdleee forest of glittering bayonets, nndu-
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luting with tho nsccuts and descents of the road; tho dark
mass of hum uiity rolling 011 rlewly but Irresistibly, like a

black stream forcing its way through a narrow channel;
the waving banners, tho inspiring strains of the numerous

bands, tho shouts and songs ol' the men, formed a most
inspiring and animated scene, whtcli was contemplated
with both amazement and terror by the unprepared
country pooplo along llie road.
Some of these rustics manifested signs .of gratification

as the troops passed their several habitations. Others
looked upon them with hostile sullluess, while again some
made off for tho woods as soon aa they caught eight of
the head of tho army.
When Colonel Keyes, riding at the head of the First brigade,come up te a point at the foot of n ateep hill, some

two and a half tulles this side of Fall's Church, one of his
aids, who had been reconnotteriug In advance, dashed
up to him and reported having seen two hundred of the
enemy'* cavalry a short distance ahead, to the right of
the road. A hall was at once made, aud six companies
of the First olid an equal number of the Second Connect!
cut rogini ute deployed us skirmisher* to tho right and
left of the road. Thus protected against surprise, the
army again moved on, and after a inarch of two hours
reached this point Just beforo sunset, without coming in
sight of the enemy.

Arrived liere, the different regiments of the two first
brigades were at oneo marched into tho adjoining fields,
stacked their arms, partook of their cold supper, and then
prepared for their night's rest. At about eight o'clock
Oil. fh rmnn s and Col. Richardson's brigade came in,
and ut this hour of writing.niuo P. M..the whole divisionis encamped about the town, and strong pickets are

uii ma roans leaning tow.ir»l» llic cm my,
and llio batteries accompanying the division an' stalioned
80 as to command all the apprnuuhos. Tlio nearest picket
of the enemy, ono hundred strong, 1h only a mile from
town, on the road to Fairfax Court House.

Lieut. Tompkxne, of the cAvalry company, went out

reconnoitcriug this evening, and discovered obstruct ions
on tbo rood a short distance from town. The half
demolished train of platform cars that carric'd the Ohio
troops on their unfortunate rcconnolssunce of this point,
sonto weeks since, is still standing where it was fired uponfrom tbo masked battery.
Leonard 1). Perkins, a well known Union man of Fairfax

county^acts as guide to tho divisiou.
General Tyler's stnfiT will spend (lie nigbt at the bouse

of Mr. J. B. Bowman, another enthusiast to Union man,
wlio made himself so obnoxious to the rebels by trans
porting the dead and wounded Ohio men into Alexandria
free of cliarge.
The wife of Colonel Richardson, commanding the Fourth

brigade, ie the only lady with fha expedition.
Great relief is felt by all tbc Union men in this vicinity

In consequence of the appearance of fbe Union troops, as

rebel squads had for the last two days scoured the countryTor tbo purpose of hirciWj impressing all male inhabit
touts into sorvice. ^
The division is ordered to resume its march at five

o'clock tomorrow moraing. Its destination is Gorraantowrn,a village one milo want of Fairfax ffourt House.
Gen. Tyler's orders are to take such a position as to cut
off all communication between Fairfax Court House and
Manassas Junction.

I am now permitted to state, what has been known to
me for sec era* days, namely, that General Ty ler's First,
anil Colonel Hunter's Scrotal, H»ini»»imnu'nThird,
and Colonel Miles'Fifth division, representing a torce 01

over forty thousand men, will all movo over different
routes towards Fairfax Court House, and occupy such positions

as to leave the rebels no other altcrnativu than retreator surrender. A similar plan of ojierations will bo
followed in regard to the rebel forces at the Junction.

Jci.Y 17.5 A. M.
To day's march of the first division will bo slow, us

many obstructions will have to be removed front the road.
It is almost certain that the troops will have to light
a portion of their way.
The entire division Is now forming. All the men are

still full ol'mettle, in spite of tho uncoml'oi tuble night
tliey p|h nt in tint moist fields, ami show tbeir gladness at
tio imm-'.liuii! prospect or an encounter with the rebels

by continued cheering. The Ohio regiments secin particularlyanxious to square up their Vienna account.

THE 8EC0ND DAY'S OPERATIONS OF THE
BIGHT WING OF THE GRAND ARMY.

Wasiiinotow, July 17,1881.
The ltsRAi D S special correspondent forwards despatches

of the second dny's operations of tho advancing army
from tho standpoint of General Tyler, commending the
First division, which constituted the right wing:.

GWWAXTOWN, July 17.1 P. M.
The second day'a movements of tho First divisionof tho grand army, under General Tyler,

from Vienna to this point, although more obstructedthan yesterday's, have been entirely
successful up to tho limn of writing. The columu
commenced moving at half past tlvc o'clock this morning, iu

the order ob-ervod yesterday, with a variation in thcTlnrd
brigade, which was to-<fay headed by tbe gallant New York

Sixty ninth. Tho road, immediately after emerging from

Vienna, enters heavy timber. About a niilo from the \ illago
a heavy obstruction, consisting of about fifty large

trees, was discovered in the roud. Captain Alexander, of
the Knglnecr corps, immediately put his pioneers t* w"rk
with their axes, and in less than twenty minutas the w hole
of the barricade was cleared away and tho column moved
onward.
Having wached the edge of the timber two romp<mi"9

of each of the Connecticut regiments were again deployed
as skirmishers on the right ami left of the column, under
command of Colonel Splcde). Captain Hnwley s company
of the First regiment had been In motion but a few
minutes when It came up with three mounted rebels, who
allowed themselves to bo captured without resistance'
At about tho same time some stragglers of tho Sixtyninth,wbilo upon an excursion to an adjoining farm

house, during a halt, surprised a fourth mounted rebel.
The prisoners were brought before General Tyler, to
whom they gave free information as to the position of the

enemy. According to their statements, a strong force
was intrenched about two miles ahead of tlic column, in
froDt of Fairfax Court House.
The division marched a short distance further on, when

a reeenuoiKsanec by Colonel Koycs, commanding the First
brigade, resulted in the discovery of two evidently mountedearthworks, protected by bodice of infantry and cavalry,

to the left of the road, at tho distance stated by the
pris«mcrs. Colonel Keycs immediately poshed on tho advancebrigade along the rood, with a view to getting In
the rear of tho enemy, wbflo General Tyler ordered GeneralSehenck's brigade to form In battle array In the fields
to the left of the road. The Third and Fourth brigades, under
Colonel Sherman and Colonel Richardson, formed on tho
road. But the rebels abandoned their position as soon us

General Schcnclt'e column commenced moving on through
tho fields and the other brigades up the road.
With a spyglass the roods leading to Fairfax Court

ERA!
House could be seen covered with retreatlug rebels. The
head of the First brigade camo within a few hundred

) «. Is of a body of rebels. Colonel Keyes ordered a sectionof Oaptain VarIon's battery to throw a fow shells

among the rebels, which was done with remarkable

promptness. The enemy ran as soon as the first shot was

fired.
Hint's Hill, soma two and a half miles west of Vionna,

Being reached, and the enemy being evidently still retreating,General Schenck's brigade again fell Into line
and the column continued its march In the order of the

morning. A thick piece of timber was entered, in an

opening ef which tangible evidenoe of the hurry In which
the rebels had retreated was found, in the ahapc of a large
number of blankets, pistole, guns, canteens, Ac., &c., that
had boon Indiscriminately thrown away, and were Immediatelyappropriated by our soldiers. A short distunce
roin the abandoned relx l camp two more ubnttls were
discovered in the road, and removed by the pioneers in a

fow minutes.
The column was about pushing on, when scouts camo

rushing in and reported a battery of several pieces less
than half a mile ahead. Colonel Kcyes immediately start
ed an aul to Ceneral Tyler, requesting him to send some

rifled pieces to his a-f istance. About half un hour elapsed,
when Captain Ayrea' battery of eight pieces camo thunderingalong the road. Meantime other scouts had come

in and reported that ttie rebels had precipitatelyabandoned the battery, and were retreat

iug in hot haste with their pieces. So it

tugped out. But Colonel Keyes, nevertheless, ordered
tbo skirmishers to push slowly on, and Captain
Ayres'rifled pieces to throw seme shells in the enemy's
work. Tlireo shells wore in a few miuutes afterwards
lodged in (he breastwork. But the enemy had disappeared,and the intrenebments were quietly entored and taken

poe.s<'ttt.iuu of by tbc ttk irtnlshors. Tho |K>8ition watt a

very strong one. ami could hnvo iteen easily defended. A

largo quantity of shovels, pick*, bags of oats, buckets,
&c., were found In tho work, and camp (Ires were el ill

burning in the rear of it.
Half a mile further on, Gcrmantown, a hamlet of half a

dozen houses, woe reached, and found almost deserted
Tho ouly whlto person left stated that twenty Ave hundred
rebels, Including Colonel Cash's South Carolina regiment,
hod occupied tho breastworks, anil retreated ouly about
fifteen minutes before tho Union skirmishers appeared in

sight of the town.

A short halt is now being made for dinner by the first

division, in the woods adjoining Germantown. Tho divisionwill move on this afternoon to the vicinity of Centreville,
where the enemy is said to be In stroug force.

Halt-rast ONB P. H.
General McDowell and staff has just arrived, at the head

of Tour companies of cavalry. He reports Fairfax Court
Houan evacuated, and occupied by Colonel Hunter's division;

Colonels Hetnteelmann and Miles' divjslons are a

tuuri uisvuct gouiu ui um vnurt WIW All WIITIsinuswilt move on toward* the Junctiou to-morrow.
Tho skulking of tho enemy greatly disappointed onr

men. If he stands at all, Manassas Junction will, doubtlessly,
be the scene of a decisive battle

OFFICIAL DESPATCH OF GENERAD MCDOWELLTO THE WAR DEPARTMENT.
Tho following despatch from General McDowell announcesthe occupation of Fairfax Court House by lb«

Union (<** .
I-autKix Court Hours, July 17, 1801.

Colonel E. D. Townsxnti, Headquarters of the Ariny at
Washington:.
We have occupied Fairfax Court House, and driven the

enemy towards Centrcvtlle and Manassas. We huvo an
officer and three men slightly wounded. Tho enemy's
flight was ho precipitate that ho left in our hands a quantityof llonr. fresh beef, intrenching tools, hospital furnlturoane baggage. I endeavored to pursuo beyond Centrevillo,bw the men were too much exhausted to do bo.
Most rtBpectfnliy gours, IRWIN McDOWEXL,

to"' "tdior General.

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS OF Tilt. ,D
VANCE MOVEMENT.

Washington, July 17, 1861.

gm.s. aud Representatives Vandevero, Colfax,
Verree. Washburno and Porter, went with the adVance
guard of the army to Fairfax this morning, and returned

ai inn(3 (j nuik r. jm , naviug ivn iuul village ul

half-post four P. M. They report that the sklrmishera
reached Fairfax at half past eleven to day, anil the

advance guard entered the village exactly at noon. Trees
had been feHed across the road at three points to obstruct
the inarch, but they proved feeble impediments. Half a

mile this side of Fairfax an embankment had been thrown
across the road, haif a mile in length, with embrasures
for four or five guns and sand bag protections, but no

guns were mounted. There were no pitfalls or masked
batteries.

The pickets this side of Fairfax retired this morning
about an hour only before the head of tho column cumo

in sight, leaving tho grain bags out of which their horses
were fed, and the Union troops fed tbclr grain to their
own horses.

This morning the troops at Fairfax were drawn up on

the west side of tho town, and the people thore expected a

battle was certain, but at nino A. M. they mode a precipitate
retreat, leaving Ave quarters of fresh beef, shovels,

spades, tools and camp furniture behind them in their

baste.
The entry of the UDion troops into Fairfax is said by

these gentlemen to have been inspiriting beyond description.
The main street tvas filled as far as the eye could

sec with the soldiery, marching with fixed bayonets and

loaded guns, cheering for the Union and the bands playing
the "Star Spangled Hauner."

.As soon as the six thousand infantry In the column had

passed the cavalry, which were In the rear, the artillery,
being in front, dashed through the town on a gallop, in
chase of the rebels. They followed them four miles toward

Centerville, but the great heat preventing a forced
march of the Infantry, they returned. It is understood
that Centerville is to he defended by the confederates
and that Gen. McDowell will march on It to-morrow.
The other columns of the advancing army are north and

south of Fairfax.
A few buildings were burned by the Union troops a mile

beyond Fairfax, on account of a rumor that a soldier had
been fired on by them. No buildings had been burned at

Fairfax, although the soldiers in the first flush of excitement
had seized many things in and about the houses, most of
vsiiitu vrvrv u- xrwu uy mtur owners. WDern .uciJOWuil

was, however, placing guards all over town. Colonel
Mar*ton,of the New Hampshire Second, placed a guard
around the court houso build log aa sooa as be entered the
town.

The column which occupied Fairfax was composed of
two brigades, under Colonels Porter and Burnside, and
contained two batteries of flying artillery, the two Rhode
Inland regiments, the New Hampshire Second, tho New
York Eighth and Sevcnty-flret, eightycompanies of regular
soldiers, Ave companies of cavalry, and perhaps one or

two other regiments.

jD.
PRICE TWO CENTS.

THE (iRANl) ARMY OF THE I'OTOMAC.
The Grand Army, uudcr Gom-rul M<-1 'o\s ui. 'i Una

made thin forward movement; Ih dnmi« f<'<1 of thi ''il'.ow
tug illvisionn, brigadt'i, rogimintH and buttori' .-i-.

COMMAN* DICK OK TlIK G ItAN D AllMY.
HKItUDIKK GB.VKItAL IKVi.N H'DOWMA.

8TAVK OK THE IIKPAKTMKNT (,'OMM ANItfcK.
AUJITANT UKNKMAL't- UKfAHIMKNT.Captain Jamns IJ. Fry, AKtdtdunt Adjutant Gonoral.

... Ainm in CAMP.
rinst ueutenant H. W. Kingsbury, Filth Artillery.Major Clarence S. Drown, New York State Militia.Miyor James 8. Wadsworth, Mow York State Militia.

ACTING INHPKcroU OKMOtAI.,Major W. B. Wood, Seventeenth infantry.
ENUINKKMH.

Major J. O. Barnard.
Firm l.ioutcuant F. E. Prime.

TOISH.H AHIlK'il, KNOINKXM.
Captain A. W. Whipple.
First Lieutenant Henry I.. Abbott.
Second Lieutenant Huldimand 8. Putnam.

qi'AKTkHMAHTICR'N IIAI'AHIMKNT.
('apt. 0. H. Tilllngbast, AM>vtaut Quartermaster.

HVHMIHTItNA'K l)RrARTMKNT.
Capt. H. F. Clark, Commissary of Subsistence.

MKIUl'AI. DKrAHTMK.NT.
Surgeon, W. 8. King.
Assistant Surgeon, David I.. Magrudcr.

KIHRT DIVISION.
Acting Major General, Brig Gen. Daniel Tyler, CbNnn.lu.l4

Militia.
FIRST 'IIHKIADK.

Acting Brigadier General, CM. K. D. Keyn, Eleventh rstr
fantry.1st regiment Connectlfliil Volunteers, Col. Ilumbam.

2d regiment Connecticut Volunteers, Col. Torry.ltd regiment Connecticut Volunteers, Cbl. ChatOeld.
2d regiment Muiue Volunteer*, Col Jameson.
Sili regiment New York Volunteer llullnry, Capt. Variaa.
2d rogimeul United Stales Cavalry, Com|>any B, Lleutt
Tompkins.

SKOOND BKIOAtll.
Brigadier General. Ruhrrt C. S, hi re k, Ohio Vulunteeri.
1st regiment Ohio Volunteers, Col. A. It. McCook.
2d regiment Ohio Volunteers, Col. llarriR.
2d regiment New York State Militia, Col. Thmpkin*.
2d regiment United States Artillery, Company K, l ight

Battery, Capt. ...
THIRD HKRIAIlR

Acting Brigadier General, Col. IV. T. Sherman, Thirteen!/)
infantry.69th regiment, New York stale Militia, Cbl. Corcoran.

79th regiment, New York Stale Militia Cbl. Quneroa.
lllili regiment. New York Volunteers, Cut. Quimby.2d regiment. Wisconsin Volunteers. Cut. Coon
3d regiineut U. S. Artillery, Co. E, light buttery, Cupt.

rtx'Riu bbmaub.
Acting Brigaeiier Oeiwral, 0ol. J. H. lli'karditn, MichiganVolunteer*.
2d regiment, Miebigan Volunteers, I.lout. Col. t'btpman.3il regiment, Michigan Volimtoors, Col. MrConnell.
1st regiment, Massachusetts VoluuteeiK, Col. CowdiD.
12lh regiment, Now York Volunteers, Col. Wulratb.

8KC0ND 1*1 VISION.
Acting Major General, Out. Dacid Hunter, Third cavalry*

MUST URUUDK.
Acting Brigadier General; Col. Amireui Porter, SitleenUh

infantryllatallion 1'nlted Slate* miuutry (21. 3<1 anil 8lb),8th rogiinont, Now York State Hull la, Colonel Lyons.
14lh regiment, Now York Slate Mllitiu, Col. Wood,it regiment U. 8. cavalry. Companies 11 iuiJ 1..
6th regiment, V. 8. artillery,Coinpuny .,light battery .*

HmiiMi niuuaiig.
Acting Brigeviier General, Cel. A. K. Burn side B/wdt

Island Volunteers.
1st regiment Hhoda IhUuhI Volunteer*, l.ieut. Col. J. ft

Pitman.
2d ri-giment Rhode Island Volunteer*, Col. rtlooum.
71*1 regiment New York State Militia, Col. Martin.
2d regiment New llampHhire Volunteers. Col. Marston;
2d regiment Rhode Island Volunteer* (light baiter/}*Capt. W. H. Reynold*.

TfllRD DIVISION.
Acting Major General, Cut. S. I'. HeinUclman, Seventeenth

infantry.
PHOT KHIlialiR.

Acting Brigadier General, Col. IV. 11. Franlclin, Tuyl/tHinfantry.4th regiment Pennsylvania.Volunteers, Onl. Ilurtrunft.
Mh regiment Massachusetts Volunteers,Col. l/iwretico,
at regiment Minnesota Volunteers, Col. tJorumn.
2d regiment tinted Ijlates Cavalry, Co. K, l.eut: Swoo|»
ADk KgllU'.Uk CUIVtU DIUKU J% Tl»IH'Iy f \jV. 1 , I IMil#

fry),
SNOOMD hrkiadk. '<

Acting Brigadier General, Col. O. B. WiktM, Michigan
Volunteers. , J

1st regiment Michigan Volunteers, Lieut. Col. L. IVOomstock.
lltli regiment New York Volunteers, Col. N. Fumham,
2d regiment United States Artillery, Co. I>,

THIRP 111(1(1 AUK.

Acting Brigadier General, Colonel U. V. Howard, AftiM#
Volunteer!.

3d regiment Maine Volunteers, Lieut. Col. 1. N. Tucker.
4tli regiment Maine Volunteers, Col. Iterry.6l)i regiment Maine Volunteers, Col. Dutineli.
2d regiment Vnriueiil Volunteers, Col. Whitney.*

KKSKKVB.FOURTH DIVISION.
Acting Major General, Brigadier General T. Runif n Midi

Jersey Militia.
1st regiment New Jersey Militia,Col. Johnso,2J regiment New Jersey Militia, Col. l!:ik«r.
3d regiment New Jersey Militia Col. NupUei4tli regiment. New Jersey Militia, Col. Miller.
1st regiment Now Jersey Volunteers, Col. Montgomery.2d regiment New Jersey Volunteers, Col. Mclean.
3(1 regiment New Jersey Volunteers, Col. Taylor.

FIFTH DIVISION.
Acting Major General, Col. l>iz-in S. Miles, ,Second iib

fantry.
MK*T HIUUAUK.

Arling Hiiy.ulirr Genrinl, Col. HI/nkrr, Nrw York
Vilanl/ert.

8th regiment Vow York Volunteers, Lieut. Ool. Htnhel.29th regiment New York Volunteers, Col. Von StelnwehT.Garibaldi Guard Now York Volunteers, Col. d'Utassy.27th regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. Mux Kins sins
KKrXlM) RKIUAtiK.

'0 Brigadi'.r General, Col. T. A. Davit*, tfmo York
16th reg,. Vuluntars.
18th reginvtl.Now York Volunteers, Lieut Col. S. MurslI,
31st regiment Nov. York Volunteers, G I. Jackson.
32'! regiment. New Yt/.k Volunteers, Col. C. C. I'ratt.
2d regiment U. 8. Ai liller^uiiteers, t',1. Mattesotl.

Green. G., Light Battery, Lieut.
The following order shows the >

when ready for march, and would indictJPn of the men

battle, or at least an expected one:. immediate
OKNKKAI, OKDKIt.SO. 10.

HKADOUAKTEKS 1)KI"AKTMK.ST XoRT1!BAKTKRN VIHTjlN1A, £
When troops nro pnradoil in light marching order, they

will ho equipped as follows:.
Their arms, accoutrements anil ammunition.the car*

tridge boxes tilled. 1
Their ImvornackS, with three days' cooked rations.
Their blankets, in u roll.with the ends tied to aoBt

other.across the shoulder; and, where it is possible,®
pair of stockings inside of tlic blank'*

Their canteens and cops.
Knapsacks will bo packed and left in the t> ills under A

guard of tho regiment, consisting of thogo ni 11 leant nblA
to tnuri h, and to the Dumber to bo specially dexigtiuW®
for cfte.h corps. 1
Knapsacks should lie numbered or marked in such A

way as will enable them to bo readily claimed by their
owuors.
Gunmanding officers of brigades will tako measures t®

diminish, as quickly as possible, tho baggage of the regl.
ne iiis under their commands, by (tending everything not
absolutely necessary.

This will apply to tho personal effects of tho officers ami
men, as well as to military properly. Hy command of

ilrigodler General MoilOWEIX.
J.tiiKS B. Far, Assistant Adjutuut General.
Tlio baggage wagons will follow as soon as practicable

after the meu. It is only twelve miles from Washington
to Fairfax Court nouso, and twenty-four to Manassas, so
that they cannot be vory far behind tho advance of th<t
army. .

IMPORTANT NEWTTkOM RICHMOND.
THE REPORTED STRENGTH OF THE REBEL8
AT RICHMOND, MANASSAS AND YORK*
TOWN.

PuruMiKi.rHiA, July 17,1861.
A genfSoinan of this city, wlio left Richmond on the 9th

Inst., where he had resided several months, reports thai
he escaped by way of Tennessee. He arrived here this
morning. He says when he left there wcro only about
10,000 troops in Richmond, but there were several
fortified ramps commanding the approaches with
heavy batteries, including one below Rockett ol
Sixty-eight pounders, and one on the Aquia creek roads et
heavy guns. There were three regiments at Howard's
Crove, east of the city, and two regiments of Hying artillerynear Rockett, &e. Rogimeut alter regiment was
arriving via Danville. Vive regiments, with a small bag.
gage train, left Riclimond on the 8th to reinforce General
Johnston. From all accounts he estimates that there aro

not less than 60,000, under General Beauregard, at and
around Manassas Junction, and reinforcements of niiliti®
aro being forwarded dully.

It waa reported, but discredited, that there were 10,009
men at Aquia creek.
From personal observation iho gentleman estimate®

that at least one-fourth of the Virginia troops proper ttO
cavalry. They are well mounted, armed and iiuippe<||
and their cutlasses are ml sharpened.
Anderson's Tredegar works were turning out two Oft

t<oundere and d pouuders, a large amoffht of gun i'riage»,
shot and shell per week.
The Raleigh (N. C.) Hrgister, of the 10th in»( say®

that the steamer Wlnsiow captured off Cape H it torus <«
the 3d the scboouor Herbert, Wharton, of Ui.i: utuble,
Muss , with a eargo of sugar and molasses, valued a|
130,000.

I'rovisions at present aro plenty in Richmond,.lad t||
crops of cereals are being harvested.


